
Introduction 

Call-In is a provision of the Local Government Act (2000) which enables Councillors 

to ensure that the principles of decision making set out in the Council’s Constitution 

are adhered to.  It allows the Scrutiny Committee to require the Council’s Cabinet to 

reconsider certain decisions prior to implementation. 

Call-In is only intended to be used in exceptional circumstances when Councillors 

believe that a decision has been taken in a way that is contrary to the Council’s 

principles of decision making and when representations to the decision maker about 

these concerns have not resolved the issue. 

The Constitution states that Call-In is an exceptional power.  It is only intended for 

use when Councillors believe that the principles of decision making as set out in the 

Constitution have not been followed.  It is not intended for use when Councillors 

simply disagree with the decision taken and wish to appeal it. 

The Call In Request 

An Executive Decision taken by any of the following can be subject to a Call-In 

request: 

 Cabinet 

 Cabinet Member 

 Officer taking a key decision under delegated authority 

Decisions taken by regulatory bodies such as planning and licensing 

committees are not subject to call in. 

Notice of all Executive decisions must bear the date of publication (where 

appropriate) and the date when it will come into force and be implemented. 

Such decisions can only come into force and be implemented when 5 clear working 

days from the date of publication have elapsed.  During this 5 day period, five or 

more non-Cabinet members may ask to call the decision in on the grounds that they 

feel that the principles of decision making have not been adhered to. At least one of 

the members must be from a different political party.  This action in effect stops the 

decision from being implemented until the call in has been resolved. 

A request to call a decision in must be received by 5pm on the final working day of 

the 5 clear working day period.  When requesting a Call-In, Councillors are asked to 

complete a Call-In Request Form. This should be sent to the Governance Team in 

hard copy or by email to committeeservices@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk. 

Call in Guidance 



The meeting to consider the Call In 

Within 10 clear working days of receipt of the Call-In request a meeting of Scrutiny 

Committee must be held to consider whether the principles of decision making have, 

or have not, been followed. 

The outcome of the meeting 

Having debated the matter the Scrutiny Committee may resolve any of the following: 

 That the principles of the decision making were not breached 

In which case the decision can be implemented immediately 

 

 That the principles of decision making were breached and to refer it 

back to the decision maker for reconsideration, setting out the nature of 

its concerns 

In this case the decision maker must reconsider the decision within a further 5 

clear working days of the Scrutiny Committee meeting taking into account its 

concerns, amended the decision of not, before adopting a final decision. 

 

 That the principles of decision making were breached and to refer it to 

Full Council, setting out the nature of its concerns 

This option is appropriate when the Scrutiny Committee believes the decision 

to be either contrary to the Council’s policy framework, or contrary to, or not 

wholly consistent with, the Council’s budget. 

 

In this unlikely event, Full Council will meet to consider the referral, taking into 

account Scrutiny Committee concerns. 

(i) If Full Council does not object to the decision then it can be 

implemented immediately 

(ii) If Full Council does object to the decision it will refer the 

decision back to the decision maker for reconsideration. 

 

NB – Full Council cannot make decisions regarding a cabinet 

decision unless it is contrary to the policy framework, or contrary 

to, or not wholly consistent with, the budget.  There are also 

extra provisions where councils have area committees with 

executive powers within their governance arrangements. 

After the meeting 

The Designated Scrutiny Officer, in consultation with colleagues and the Chairman of 

the Scrutiny Committee will arrange the circulation and publication of the outcome of 

the meeting. 



 

Call In and Urgent Decisions 

The Call-In procedure does not apply when a decision being taken by Cabinet is 

considered urgent.  A decision can be considered urgent if the delay likely to be 

caused by the call in process would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s 

interests. 

The notice and record of decisions must state if the decision make considers them 

urgent and therefore not subject to call in.  The Chairman of the Council must agree 

that the decision proposed is reasonable in the circumstances and that can be 

considered urgent.  In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman’s consent is 

required.  In the absence of both, the Head of Paid Service or his or her nominee’s 

consent is required.  Decisions taken as a matter of urgency must be reported to the 

next available meeting of Full Council, together with the reasons why it was 

considered urgent. 


