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BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL CABINET MEMBER UPDATE 
 

From: Councillor Frank Lawrenson 
Cabinet Member for Assets & Investment Report Number:    CMU29 

To:  Council Date:  January 2019 

 
TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE FROM THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ASSETS AND 
INVESTMENT 
 
1. Overview of Portfolio 

1.1 Property investment to generate income and regenerate local areas 

1.2 Make best use of land and buildings across the Suffolk system 

1.3 Manage our corporate assets effectively 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 This report is for information. 

 
3. Key Activities/Issues Over the Past Three Months  

3.1 In September the Cabinet agreed to the transfer of the Lavenham Tourist Information 
Centre to the Town Council. It is anticipated that this transfer will complete by the end 
of the financial year. 

3.2 Plans for the regeneration of the council’s former Head Quarters site in Hadleigh are 
progressing. A full planning application was submitted in November and a business 
case has been approved by Cabinet and funding allocated by Council to form a 
special purpose vehicle with a partner to bring forward the development subject to 
planning being obtained.  

3.3 Following the planning application being submitted The Sudbury Society has also 
submitted a ‘Fast-Track’ application (Ref. 1461500) to Historic England, to seek to 
increase the level of statutory control exercisable, in respect of the 1970’s (post war) 
buildings forming part of the Babergh DC Office complex. They are seeking to do this 
by applying to have the 1970’s office extension (buildings) designed by Arup 
Associates added to the ‘List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest’ 
(the List) pursuant to Section 6 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990. The Council will gain further information, and a response from 
Historic England, during late January early February. 

3.4 The Cabinet considered the development of Belle Vue in Sudbury at the meeting 
during July. In September, Council approved the funding to support the regeneration 
and development of this site to assist a key deliverable within the “Vision for Sudbury”. 
A project team of technical consultants has been put together who are ready to 
proceed pending the proposed tenant’s board approval being obtained during the first 
quarter of 2019. 
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3.5 The Cabinet approved the draft prospectus for the Hamilton Road, Sudbury 
redevelopment in September. The prospectus identified delivery opportunities for the 
redevelopment and sought expressions of interest from potential delivery partners. 
The prospectus was well received with a number of parties expressing interest in 
working with the Council to deliver a scheme in this location. 

3.6 Discussions have been held with the partners representing the Hardwick House 
Surgery relocation project, within Sudbury. The Council are working to secure a 
central location for this important scheme. Heads of terms are being progressed 
alongside development feasibility work. Further public sector partners have been 
identified who would like to co-locate with the doctors surgery, these requirement are 
due to be finalised by early February which will enable heads of terms to be finalised. 

3.7 A review of the Borehamgate Shopping Centre is underway. Interest has been 
received from potential tenants for the largest vacant unit within the scheme. 

4. Future Key Activities 

4.1 Further discussions to be held with parties who expressed interest in Hamilton Road, 
Sudbury prospectus. Delivery options to be explored further and recommendations 
made. 

4.2 Complete review of The Borehamgate Shopping Centre and make proposals for 
improvements. 

4.3 Finalise heads of terms for Belle Vue redevelopment and commence technical project 
work. 

4.4 Seek to finalise heads of terms in respect of the Hardwick House relocation. 

5. Conclusion  

There are a number of large development projects currently underway which are 
making progress and this is set to continue as we look to utilise assets as a way of 
developing our district and to generate additional income for the Council. 
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