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MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL CABINET MEMBER UPDATE 
 

From: Councillor Nick Gowrley 
 Leader and Cabinet Member 
 for Assets and Investment 

Report Number:      CMU34 

To:  Council Date:       January 2019  

 
TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE FROM THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ASSETS AND 
INVESTMENT 
 
1. Overview of Portfolio 

1.1 Property investment to generate income and regenerate local areas 

1.2 Make best use of land and buildings across the Suffolk system 

1.3 Manage our corporate assets effectively 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 This report is for information. 

 
3. Key Activities/Issues Over the Past Three Months  

3.1 Further to the last Quarterly report, completion of the purchase of the former Aldi 
building on Gipping Way is set for 7th January 2019. A licence to operate the car park 
has been entered into enabling the use of this site for public car parking prior to 
completion occurring. Letting agents have been appointed to identify new occupiers 
for the building and discussions are on-going with a number of interested parties. 

3.2 Plans for the regeneration of the Council’s Former Headquarters site in Needham are 
progressing well.  A planning application was submitted in November and Full Council 
approved the delivery model for the site development (together with other housing 
schemes) in December. Indicative terms have been agreed with a retailer for a 
convenience store on the site, final terms are to be concluded subject to their board 
approval.  

3.3 A planning application was submitted for the Former Needham Market Middle School 
site in November for 33 houses and 8 flats on the site, while retaining the existing 
Victorian building and converting it into a library for the use of Suffolk Libraries, who 
currently operate a library on the site. The plans would see the new library in the 
Victorian building open and operating before the current library building is 
demolished. 

3.4 External redecoration works to the former Natwest Bank in Stowmarket were 
completed before Christmas. Terms have been agreed with a partner to deliver a 
temporary offer at the property from the New Year and into early Spring. Marketing 
continues to identify a longer-term tenant for the building. 
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3.5 In December Cabinet approved the provision of a working capital loan to Gateway 14 
Ltd to progress the delivery model and pre-commencement phase of development at 
the Gateway 14 site in Stowmarket. 

4. Future Key Activities 

4.1 Identify tenant or tenants for former Aldi property in Stowmarket and consider 
business case for splitting the property if appropriate. 

4.2 Determination of planning applications for HQ site and Middle School site are 
expected by end of February. Officers will be working on setting up the delivery 
vehicle and necessary enabling works required to support development. 

4.3 Report to be considered by Council looking at delivery options and models for 
development of Gateway 14 site in Stowmarket. 

5. Conclusion  

There are a number of property projects currently underway which are making 
progress and this is set to continue as we look to utilise assets as a way of developing 
our district and to generate additional income for the Council. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


